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Cancer Support Community ensures that all people affected by cancer are empowered by knowledge,  

strengthened by action, and sustained by community. 

Providing free resources, support  

and encouragement to those  

touched by cancer. 

Celebrating our 10 Year Anniversary 

Cancer Support Community Montana is proud to announce its 10 year 

anniversary. During this time, we have evolved from a small, start-up 

organization primarily offering breast cancer support, called Bosom Buddies, 

to a flourishing non-profit organization offering upwards of 50 programs per 

month. We still have our Bosom Buddies group twice a month, but now also 

provide valuable services for women with other cancer diagnoses, as well as 

men, children and caregivers. “They Say There is Strength in Numbers”, and 

together we have pooled our collective resources to provide hope in place of 

fear, and move isolation out of our way in order to pave a way for 

Community and connectedness. All our programs are offered free of charge 

to allow a clear road to empowerment for youth and adults affected by 

cancer. Gratitude runs deep as we remember our past, and we hold up a 

strong vision for the future.  Join Us. 

“I attended For One Another Family Camp with my parents and siblings, and I learned to be a kid again” - Miles, age 11 

“At Cancer Support Community, I found the comfort of others who had gone through the same journey, and the strength to reach my 

goal” - Jane, adult ovarian cancer survivor 

“As a volunteer, I can see that Cancer Support Community is about unity—a family. It is what keeps me coming back” -         

Mary Meier, Owner of Health Balance 

“At CSC, I found my lifeline and my husband found encouragement to beat his cancer” - Shirley, Caregiver for husband 
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Cancer Support Source® 

Montana Cancer Control Coalition 

Cancer Support Community Montana is significantly involved in a 

state-wide coalition with the goal to reduce the overall burden of 

cancer for Montanans, through the development and 

implementation of Montana’s Comprehensive Cancer Control 

Plan. The MTCCC was formed in 2003 when people from  

Cancer Support Community (CSC) is a leader in psychosocial oncology. Our home-like setting provides a safe and 

welcoming place for both survivors and caregivers to share some concerns that they may not share with their 

family, friends or health care team.  In an effort to help address some of those needs, CSC has developed its own 

distress screening program called CancerSupportSource™ (CSS). This program gives CSC an evidence-based, 

standardized approach to better understand the specific needs and concerns of our participants and how to best 

help them utilize our Program and find vital resources in the community.  

CSS can be accessed by a participant on any computer device where there is reliable access to the Internet.  Once 

the participant starts the HIPAA-protected survey, they will see a welcome screen with an invitation to complete 

the survey and a series of approximately a dozen two-part questions about what concerns they may have today.  

In the initial survey, there are brief demographic and medical history questions that follow the categorical items. 

On average, people take about 8-10 minutes to complete CSS. Once the participant hits “Finish”, CSC staff can 

print out the Personal Support Care Plan report for the participant and a Distress Management Summary Report for CSC  

throughout Montana came together to address issues across regarding cancer, from prevention and early detection 

to survivorship and end of life. Currently, Becky Franks, our Executive Director, is a co-chair of the coalition, and 

she and the staff are involved in survivorship issues, palliative care, treatment options and concerns regarding 

youth and families.   

MTCCC is implementing the second 5-year plan to reduce the incidence of cancer, morbidity, and mortality in 

Montana through a collaborative partnership of private and public individuals and organizations. Cancer Support 

Community is leading the way to bring together oncologists, youth specialists, parents and children who have been 

intimately touched by cancer. We are seeking ways to improve the coordinated care that youth receive in our rural 

state while still accessing state-of-the-art care that will give them the best medical outcomes. This includes assisting 

school administrators, teachers, and students with transition-back-to-school challenges for children with cancer 

and those affected by cancer through a family member. If you are interested in volunteering with MTCCC, contact 

Becky at 582-1600 or becky@cancersupportmontana.org   

staff.  Once the survey is complete, CSC’s Program Director may 

schedule an in-person meeting to best address their most pressing 

needs and concerns as well as provide a comprehensive orientation to 

all the programs and activities we have to offer. We are very excited 

about CSS as it is highly consistent with our mission. 
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Programs at Cancer Support Community 

GYN Support Group 

Sponsor: Dr. Mick Lifson,  

Gallatin Gynecology 

For women with ovarian, uterine, 

endometrial or cervical cancer. 

Youth & Families 

We know that cancer affects the 

whole family! Look for family & 

caregivers programming, Children’s 

Art Class, and Kid Support®. 

Cooking for Wellness 

Sponsor: First Security Bank 

Our teaching kitchen provides hands

-on nutrition education on how to 

cook healthy foods. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Prostate Connection           

Anonymously Sponsored                       

A time to give and get information 

related to prostate cancer. Keep an eye 

on the calendar for guest physician 

speakers once a quarter. 

Nutrition Education 
Sponsor: Paul & Arlene Wylie 

Education is important throughout 

the cancer journey. Good for people 

with cancer and caregivers.  

2nd Year & Beyond Grief    

Sponsor: Dokken Nelson Funeral Service  

For people dealing with the loss of a 

loved one and seeking ways to move 

forward in their lives. 

Wig Program 

Loss of hair is hard. Wigs are available 

free of charge, and cosmetologists will 

assist with wig shaping.  

   Cancer Support Group 

Programs for people affected by 

cancer to discuss living with cancer 

and ways to improve quality of life. 

Bosom Buddies                  

Sponsor: Advanced Medical Imaging 

Our longest standing group for 

women of all ages diagnosed        

with breast cancer.  

Mindfulness Practice            

Each month will feature a new mind 

and body technique that provides ways 

to reduce anxiety and stress. 

Healthy Excursions           

Sponsor: McDowell Family Foundation 

Look for ways to improve your  

physical health through various 

exercise programs with 5k training, 

hiking, biking, fishing and kayaking. 

Yoga 

Sponsor: Candy Bartholomew and Bozeman 

Urgent Care/Field of Dreams   

Restorative in nature. Take the time 

to heal your body and ease your 

mind. No experience necessary.  

Aspen Roots 

Sponsor: Big Sky Dermatology                  

A teen group held at Bozeman High 

School for teens affected by cancer 

with focus on community projects   

and advocacy. 

Pilates & Strength Training                                

Sponsor: Bozeman Urgent Care/Field of  

Dreams   Anna Collins-Proper 

provides Pilates once a week, and  

helps people find their strength. 

Living with Loss Support  

Offered by Hospice of Bozeman Deaconess 

Support held each week for those 

who have lost a loved one. 

Look for these icons in our calendar and website to help you understand the 

programs we offer. Visit our website, www.cancersupportmontana.org  to find 

the calendar and/or request to get on our mailing list. 

 

 Sponsored Programs 

Family Nutrition Support Education Mind/Body Held @ Bozeman 

Deaconess 
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During 2013, CSC delivered over 6,875 hours of programs and served 685 people affected by cancer! 

Our mission at Cancer Support Community 
Montana is to ensure that all people affected 
by cancer are empowered by knowledge, 
strengthened by action, and sustained by 
community. As noted in the graph, 
participation has grown and diversified 
significantly. Youth & family programming 
began in 2012 and has continued to flourish 
since then. We now have the capability to 
serve “the whole family the whole time”.   
 
You can count on us as you invest in our 
leadership and the work that we do each day 
for people with cancer. 
 
It is imperative to maintain a responsible 
and sustainable business plan. 

Total Support 

$366,338 

75%
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2004 Arlene Wylie, Darlene Falk and other dedicated 

volunteers opened The Center for Cancer Support on 19th & Lincoln 

in Bozeman. There were about 11 programs offered each month 

and they had 258 visits for support. 

2006     Following a successful Gala, funds were raised to hire 

the first Executive Director, Becky Franks. She was the only 

employee. 

2007     The Center for Cancer Support joined the international 

group, The Wellness Community, to follow an evidence-based 

method to provide programs. During this year, there were 15 

programs offered each month and 767 visits to the center. 

2009     As the programs grew, it was apparent that the current 

building was too small to accommodate the need for support, 

education, and now Healthy Lifestyle activities. There was also a 

driving need to provide programs for youth & families. To meet 

this need, we found our current building on 11th Ave and raised 

$875,000 in six weeks to purchase and remodel the building to 

meet our needs.  

2013     One more time, we changed our name to Cancer 

Support Community Montana. We have 4 full-time staff, about 

50 programs per month, with an average of 3500 visits per year. 

10 Years of           

Providing Hope 

Total In-kind donations since 2004 is $464,142! 



 

 

Sponsorship Opportunities 

 June 19-22   For One Another Family Camp will be held at a year-

round retreat center on beautiful Flathead Lake. This retreat is offered 

to families of all sizes when one or more family member is a cancer 

survivor.  

 August 17   Cruisin’ on Main car show in historic downtown 

Bozeman. This partnership provides fun, a strong sense of 

community, and great vehicles.  

 September 19-21   Mending in the Mountains is held at the 320 

Ranch in Big Sky, Montana. Women share their experiences as cancer 

survivors and find skills to enhance their quality of life. 

 October 18   Annual Gala! Celebrate our 10 Year Anniversary with 

“Diamonds & Denim”, held at the newly remodeled Gran Tree Inn. 

Save the Date for our 2014 Events 
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For the past several years, Cancer Support Community has offered Fly-Fishing as 

a summertime “Healthy Excursions” program for survivors, caregivers and their 

families. Since 2010, we have had the fortunate opportunity to work with several 

private land-owners around the Gallatin Valley who have warmly invited our 

participants to fish their private lakes and ponds. In the summer of 2011, we 

received a call from Lou Spain, one of our long-time financial and program 

supporters, who notified us that nearly all of his trout stock had perished.  We 

were thankful to be connected with John and Ramona Baden. A quick call to 

John, with a subsequent visit to their homestead a few hours later, turned out to 

be one of the most valuable relationships CSC has formed. 

Fly-Fishing Program 

There are many ways to financially support the programs at CSC! One look 

at our calendar and you will recognize our commitment to providing 

education, resources and support to our community.  All programs are 

offered free of charge to ensure access to youth & adults touched by 

cancer. Program & event sponsors play a vital role in the financial health   

of the Cancer Support Community.  We have several program sponsor 

opportunities for each of the monthly programs. 

Women connect during meal time at 

Mending in the Mountains at the 320 

Ranch near Big Sky, Montana. 

In addition, we have a strong recognition program to highlight sponsors of the Annual Gala, Mending in the 

Mountains, For One Another Family Camp, and Cruisin’ on Main. If you or your company are interested in 

helping to support programs and events for people affected by cancer, please contact Becky or Vicky at 582-1600 

For the past three years, CSC has worked with Pat Straub (Owner of Gallatin River Guides), Kris Kumlien and 

Justin King (from Montana Troutfitters), and the Marotz-Baden family to deliver free fly-fishing programs to over 

90 cancer survivors, caregivers and their children. Our collaboration has helped teach our participants how to build 

community, learn new life skills, increase their confidence and ability to fight their disease, and experience a little 

bit of joy in a time of great turmoil.  
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Become a part of  our Community 

Welcome New Board Members 

The Board of Trustees for Cancer Support Community are dedicated to providing a business platform that will 

optimize our donors’ dollars while providing services that are true to our mission. We would like to thank 

Debra Gill & Dr. Mick Lifson for their years of service and would like to introduce two new members: 

Dan Himsworth joins us as a Business Specialist from Allegra Bozeman (formerly Insty Prints). Dan has 
owned this thriving business with his wife, Jan since 1996 and comes to CSC with a wealth of knowledge 
about employees, policies and budgets.  

            

Gifting Opportunities 

At Cancer Support Community Montana, we offer a variety of ways to donate to our organization and benefit 

cancer survivors in our community. Contact Becky at 406-582-1600 or becky@cancersupportmontana.org to 

learn more about how to get involved. 

Donate Online. Go to cancersupportmontana.org and click on the “donate now” for a secure donation 

Matching Gifts.  Ask your employer about matching your contributions to Cancer Support Community 

Montana. 

Legacy Gifts.  Give a lasting gift by naming Cancer Support Community Montana as a beneficiary in your 

estate planning.   

Memorial Gifts.  Instead of flowers, give a “Gift of Hope” to Cancer Support Community in memory of a 

loved one. A card will be sent with notification of the gift. 

Honoring Gifts.  Perfect for birthdays or special events in honor of those you love. A card will be sent with 

notification of the gift. 

Landscaping Project 

We are excited to announce the launch of a landscaping project at CSC.  With the help of Andy Blanchford of 

Blanchford Landscaping, we will seek to create a warm, meditative and playful outdoor wonderland. The inside 

of our building is very homelike in nature and we want to give the outside a similar feel. We began this year 

creating a master plan, so look to see some changes as you drive past our space. 

Whether it is donating your time, talents or dollars, there is a place for you in this community.   

 

Dede Baker, M.S., has joined the Board of Trustees as a Youth & Families 

Specialist. Dede is a part-time adjunct instructor of early childhood 

education with the Department of Health and Human Development at 

MSU.  She is currently teaching online classes for the Early Childhood 

Education Distance Partnership - for teachers in Head Start programs on 

Montana reservations who are completing their ECE degrees. 



 

 

A Decade of Volunteers 
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Aspen Roots Teens deliver blankets to patients 

“This is the one place I feel so comfortable, that I can take my wig off and no one looks at me funny.”  – 57 year old cancer survivor 

Aspen Roots is a club that is provided for area teens in partnership with Bozeman High School. This is a group of 

youth who have been affected by cancer and want to give back through community service and advocacy. They 

meet each Monday during lunch to plan activities and events that will enhance survivorship in their community. 

These youth know the pain and suffering that happens when a person is going through cancer treatment, 

especially chemotherapy and wanted to find a way to bring them comfort. After brainstorming some ideas, they 

decided to make “fleece-tie blankets”. They all met at JoAnne’s Fabric and picked out fabric that would make 

April is National Volunteer Appreciation Month. Over the past 10 years, our Volunteer Program has grown by 

leaps and bounds and includes daily receptionists, accounting, yard work & snow removal, Pilates classes, art 

education, Brew For Hope coffee sales coordination, data entry, comfort gift bag making, building maintenance, 

and so many other skills. We simply could not be who we are without our volunteers! We salute all of our 

volunteers at Cancer Support Community for their dedication to our mission, the skills they provide us with and 

the comfort they show to our participants. Since 2004, we have documented approximately 27,200 volunteer 

hours and if you would like to join our team, please contact Vicky at (406)582-1600   

“I have been treated so well as a volunteer 

at Cancer Support Community that it is 

hard to leave and go anywhere else. The 

culture of work with the volunteers and staff 

is like being part of a big family.”                 

smile and feel joy. They met many days after school in the Mind/body 

studio at Cancer Support Community, and finally finished 20 blankets—

ready for delivery. Spencer Green, manager of Bozeman Deaconess 

Cancer Center, was pleased to welcome them into the Center and 

thanked them all for their efforts. 

Aspen Roots Symbol designed by Hannah 
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SAVE THE DATES!  

Cancer Support Community’s Annual Gala is Saturday, October 18, 2014 

This year our Gala’s theme is “Diamonds & Denim” in honor of our 10 year anniversary. Please join 

us for a tribute to our history, and an insight into our future as we celebrate the strength we have 

together. 

Running Free from Cancer Fundraiser 

Join Shirley Robinett and area artists for an art auction that can’t be beat! The opening reception will be held 

May 21, 6:00pm, at Sola where you will see original art beautifully displayed. The auction will close with Wine 

Tasting on June 24 from 6:00-8:00pm at Sola. Please join us!  


